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World Book Day 2026

World Book Day was a vibrant celebration at St. Mary’s
this year, with our Year 8 pupils at the heart of the
festivities. The school was transformed as students
brought their favourite stories to life. From villains
plotting mischief and heroes saving the day to famous
literary pairs and incredibly creative character
recreations, the effort and imagination on display
were truly outstanding.

Alongside the costume fun, pupils embraced the spirit
of the day through the Year 8 Readathon. This
dedicated time for reading allowed students to dive

into new worlds and celebrate the enduring power of
storytelling. It was fantastic to see such genuine
enthusiasm for books across the entire year group!

The literary excitement continued with an
unforgettable storytelling workshop featuring the
renowned storyteller, Liz Weir. Liz captivated our Year
8s with magical tales and shared inspiring tips to
spark creativity and boost their own writing skills. A
huge well done to all our pupils for their brilliant
participation, and a special thank you to Ms. Cumiskey
for organising such fantastic experiences.




Year 11 Art & Design Students Explore Creativity and Photography

Our Year 11 GCSE Art and Design students enjoyed an
inspiring day of creativity at Ulster University, Belfast,
touring the university’s Art studios, discovering a range
of degree pathways, and gaining valuable insight into
studying Art at third level.

A hands-on workshop, led by a Fine Art lecturer, gave
students the chance to create expressive charcoal still-
life drawings, focusing on space and shape, while
encouraging experimentation and creative risk-taking.
The day ended with an exhibition of their work - a
wonderful celebration of talent and effort!

Students were also treated to a fantastic
demonstration from Ronan O'Dornan of Stillpoint
Photography. Ronan shared some of his finest work,
showcasing a wide range of photo shoots, from high-
energy car rallies to atmospheric whisky distilleries,
providing pupils with a real insight into life as a
professional photographer.

A huge thank you to Ronan for inspiring our students,
and to Mrs McKernan for organising this excellent
opportunity.

Coding with Confidence: Year 10 Girls Lead the Way

Our Year 10 girls have been diving head-first into the
world of technology through our Coding with
Confidence initiative. This empowering program,
generously funded by the James Kane Foundation,
provides our students with high-quality, hands-on
experiences designed to bridge the gap between
classroom theory and real-world technology.

Throughout Term 1 and 2, students programmed
Sphero BOLT+ robots to navigate complex paths and
challenges and participated in an immersive Microbits
workshop delivered by Sentinus. During these
sessions, the girls haven't just been learning to write
code; they have been sharpening their problem-
solving and logical thinking skills. It is inspiring to see
our pupils embrace these digital challenges with such
enthusiasm as they build the foundations for a bright
future in STEM.




RE Trip to Corrymeela

Our RE and Music departments were extremely busy this term, with our young people getting to develop and
share their talents on a number of impressive platforms.

The Senior Choir had the honour of opening and closing the final liturgy and concert event for the Archdiocese of
Armagh’s Congress of Youth, Family and Faith. This wonderful event, held in St. Patrick’s Cathedral was extremely
impressive and one of the highlights was our choir accompanying the wonderfully talented Makaton choir from
Oakridge Special Needs Centre.

The first parish Taizé evening in many years was held during Holy Week and musicians from St. Mary’s provided
the atmosphere for an evening of music and prayer. This was a very special event and we were delighted when Fr
Gates asked us to mark it in our calendars for next year!

In addition, our Year 11 RE students had a brilliant day in Corrymeela, Ballycastle. They took part in interactive
workshops and team-building activities exploring diversity, prejudice, and discrimination, and learned about
Corrymeela’s vital role in peacebuilding and conflict resolution in Northern Ireland. The pupils returned inspired,
informed, and full of praise for an unforgettable experience.




Careers Opportunities - Near and Far

Our students enjoyed a wealth of industrial and
workplace learning recently, as well as some special
careers education much closer to home. At St. Mary’s
we recognise the importance of young people
finding out more about their future pathways and we
are delighted to have so many successful links with
business, colleges and other organisations.

A mixture of Year 12, 13 and 14 students were able to
visit CAFRE and engage in the Mid-Ulster Careers
Fair; an event which our young people always find
highly informative. Those with an interest in
technology and product design also had the
opportunity to visit both Coca-Cola (where they
enjoyed the perks) and Plastics 2000; looking at two
very different elements of the production of items — N—
which many enjoy regularly. gy e

Our SistersIN student leaders, having worked closely
with young people and listening to their needs,
organised a student-to-student careers event where
our Year 10 pupils got to learn about areas they
could be studying for GCSE and beyond. The
engagement with, and feedback from, the event were
fantastic and congratulations to all those pupils who
designed and rolled out this excellent event!




Eco-Committee News

Huge congratulations are in order
for our incredible Eco Committee,
who were recently nominated for
the Environmental Education and
Engagement Award at the
prestigious Business &
Environment Awards. This is a
fantastic achievement that
highlights the dedication, passion,
and green leadership our students
bring to our school community
every day. Well done to everyone
involved—keep leading the way
toward a greener future!

Building on our recent
environmental successes, our
pupils enjoyed an inspiring day at
Polepatrick Park as part of a Shared
Education initiative. Working side-
by-side with students from other
local schools, our Eco-Committee
members proved that collaboration
is the key to conservation.

The day was packed with hands-on
learning, including tree planting to
secure a greener future, water
sampling to monitor our local
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ecosystems, and birdwatching to
better appreciate the area's rich
biodiversity. Pupils also
participated in sustainable planting
workshops, discovering how small,
mindful changes can lead to a
massive environmental impact.

We would like to extend a huge
thank you to Mid Ulster Council for
their support and to Mrs. Wilson
from Kilronan for organising such a
fantastic experience for everyone
involved.
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Creativity Shines in Modern Languages Clubs

Our Modern Languages clubs have
enjoyed a wonderfully creative
term, with pupils taking partin a
range of hands-on and engaging
activities.

In Club Doritos (Spanish Club),
pupils designed their own festive
pop-up Christmas cards, learning
new creative techniques while
enjoying a fun, collaborative
atmosphere.

French Club explored two exciting
projects this term. Pupils first
constructed their own models of
the Eiffel Tower using a variety of
materials, producing impressive,
imaginative designs. They also
enjoyed an introduction to the
famous Belgian Schtroumpfs,
watching a short extract in French
before creating their own themed
bookmarks ahead of World Book
DEVA

These activities highlight the
enthusiasm and creativity of our
pupils as they explore languages,
culture, and design.




Bringing the Past to Life

History learning was brought off the page this term as students took part in two memorable activities. Year 11
visited Derry to explore significant sites and listen to first-hand accounts of the Troubles, while Year 10 stepped
into the era of the Great War through an interactive artefact session featuring genuine frontline equipment.
Each experience provided a powerful window into a different period of history.




Politics in Action - Learning at Stormont

Our MRLP Politics in Action students enjoyed an
inspiring visit to Stormont this February, where they
attended Question Time with the Minister of Finance in
the Assembly Chamber and later presented their
research directly to MLAs. The group appreciated the
opportunity to share their ideas and engage in
meaningful discussion with representatives from
across the political spectrum.

Throughout this year’s programme, pupils have
explored how global issues influence local
communities, examined the pressures facing the
Northern Ireland Health Service, and considered the
qualities needed for effective political leadership. It
has been a valuable and thought-provoking experience
for all involved.

Drama Trip to The Crucible

On Wednesday, 4th March, our GCSE and A-Level Drama
students travelled to Dublin for an enriching theatre
trip to the Gaiety Theatre. The group were captivated
by an outstanding performance of Arthur Miller’s
classic, The Crucible.

This was more than just a day out; it was a vital
opportunity for our students to see high-calibre
professional theatre in action. Seeing the intense
themes and complex characters brought to life
provided an unforgettable experience that will
undoubtedly inspire their own performance work and
coursework analysis. It was a fantastic day of learning
and inspiration for our budding actors and directors.




Seachtain na Gaeilge — A Joyful Celebration of Language and Culture

Seachtain na Gaeilge brought wonderful energy to St Mary’s this year,
with KS3 pupils enjoying a lively programme of cultural celebrations.
The week began with a fun-filled céili and Trath na gCeist, where pupils
embraced the spirit of the Irish language with enthusiasm and
teamwork. Maith iad uilig!

Our Comortas Biongo added to the excitement, with pupils fully
engaging in the challenge. The week also marked an important
achievement for our Year 9 pupils, who successfully completed their
Cupla Focal Speaking Tests, demonstrating growing confidence in their
spoken Irish.

Mile buiochas to all pupils and staff for helping keep the Irish language
alive in our school community. Labhair i agus mairfidh si.
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This year in STEM Club, pupils have been busy
exploring realworld problemsolving through a range of
handson, projectbased challenges. From engineering
their own high-performance paper airplanes for a
design competition to creating protective contraptions
for our thrilling Egg Drop, students have worked
through every stage of the design process. Their
creativity, teamwork, and commitment have been
fantastic to watch, and they should be proud of all
they've achieved. With enthusiasm like this, there's
plenty more exciting STEM learning to come!
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Slopes, slips, spills and thrills

Back in 2021 our school ski trip was cancelled due to
the pandemic, and one unexpected request around 18
months ago, was for the school to organise a senior
trip to provide for those pupils who missed out on the
opportunity in Year 9.

Staff couldn’t resist the aspirations of this wonderful
bunch of young people, so 95 students and staff
headed to Ehrwalde in Austria, many of them making
memories which will last a lifetime!

Most of the action took place on the slopes as skiers of
all abilities, brand new and quite experienced, enjoyed
the Austrian Alps in their purest form. That said, the
evenings were just as exciting, as the group ice-skated,
danced, sang, played darts and pool, and generally
enjoyed every second of their seven-day adventure —
arriving home exhausted but blissfully happy!

Thank you to all the staff involved in supporting our
school trips and commiserations to Miss Hughes who
tried her best to beat the speed of other staff
members but just wasn't quite dynamic enough!




SistersIN Leadership Initiative
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This year marked a significant milestone as St.
Mary's proudly participated in the SistersIN
programme for the very first time. The journey began
with an inspiring opening event, a mentoring
breakfast where our Sixth Form pupils met with their
dedicated mentors. It was a joy to welcome these
professionals, including several past pupils, back to
our corridors to share guidance and reminisce,
proving that the St. Mary’s community is a lifelong
bond.

Throughout the programme, our girls didn't just
learn from the best; they became leaders
themselves. Our Sixth Formers spearheaded several
school-based projects that challenged their
creativity and leadership. These initiatives have not
only sharpened their professional skills but have left
a lasting impact and a true legacy on our school life.

The programme reached its exciting finale as our
2026 cohort attended the SistersIN Celebration Event
at the ICC Waterfront in Belfast. As the concluding
event of the year, it was a high-energy celebration of
female leadership, packed with insights from world-
class role models. Our students thrived while
connecting with other ambitious young women,
returning home with increased confidence and a
clear vision for their futures.

We are incredibly proud of our pioneer cohort for
their ambition and success in this inaugural year.
This fantastic experience was made possible through
the leadership of Mrs. Loughran-Fulton and the vital
support of our staff facilitators, whose guidance
helped our students turn their ideas into reality.
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St. Mary’s Soccer on the International Stage

St. Mary's is immensely proud to celebrate the achievements of three talented players who have represented
Northern Ireland this year. Ben Callan, Ava Hurl and Dara Donnan have each earned an international cap;
testament to their dedication, determination and exceptional skill.

Ben showcased his ability in the Centenary Shield as part of the U18 squad. Ava has recently competed in the U17
European Qualifiers, impressing with a Player of the Match performance against North Macedonia. Meanwhile,
Dara travelled to France to train and compete at the world-renowned Clairefontaine centre with the U15 team,
contributing to a hard-fought 1-1 draw against the hosts.

These accomplishments highlight the strength of our soccer programme and the bright future ahead for these
outstanding athletes.
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Handball

Congratulations to the talented
girls who represented St. Mary's
in their first ever handball
competition. In an outstanding
performance, the team finished
2nd place and have now
qualified for the Ulster Finals in
Loughmacrory. We are so proud
of team members Annie Cassidy,
Sinead Hannon, Cate McCann,
Sophie McCann, and Eabha
Quinn. This is a fantastic
achievement, and we look
forward to further developing
handball within St. Mary'’s.
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U14 Rugby

Our U14 rugby team has successfully defended the Ulster Bowl. The team remained undefeated throughout both
the qualifiers and the finals, and the heart, determination, and grit shown by every member of the squad were a
testament to the St. Mary’s spirit. Special thanks to Cathair McBride and Peter Coleman, both Year 14, who have
generously given up their spare time to coach the squad. Congratulations to all involved on an excellent

campaign and a thoroughly deserved title win!

Soccer

Our U18 soccer team was triumphant in reclaiming the
Mid-Ulster Cup this term. A superb free kick from
captain Ben Callan, an outstanding off-the-line
clearance by Josh Ferguson, and two excellent goals
from Shea McCann secured the victory.
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The day marked a joyful final swansong for many of the
players who have been at the heart of St. Mary’s soccer
for the past four years, whilst also offering a glimpse of
the promising talent emerging among the younger
members of the squad.
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Cross-Country Success

This term, our Cross-Country team competed at the
District Cross-Country Event at Finn Valley, Donegal, and
we're delighted to celebrate some fantastic individual
performances, with Harri Niblock claiming victory in the
Year 8 Boys' race, and Aidan McGaughey achieving a
superb win in the Year 10 Boys' race. The St. Mary's team
ran brilliantly, in challenging conditions, backing up
their winning performances in the NEBSSA
Championships. Well done to Eva McBride, Eva McCloy,
Roise McBride, Aisling McGuckin, Jenna McErlain, Meabh
Henry, Ronan Farmer, Charlie McCann, Oisin McNicholl,
Eamon McGaughey, Caoimhe McKenna, Benén Loane,
Matthew Ward, Kevin Johnston, Harry Muholland,
Thomas McGurk, and Joseph Beattie. A great
achievement- congratulations to everyone involved!

Meanwhile, St. Mary’s recently hosted approximately 400
primary school pupils from a range of local primary
schools, at our annual Primary School Cross-Country
event. A great day of racing was had by all!




Camogie

Camogie in St. Mary’s continues to go from
strength to strength presently, with our junior
camogs being pipped by a point in the Ulster ‘A’-
Final, our senior camogs running Cross and
Passion College (who went on to win the title)
very close in the ‘A’-semi-final, and our 7s team
lifting the ‘A’ title (see below). Thank you to our
wonderful girls and to our staff, who go way
beyond the call of duty in their support for
school sport.

Comhghairdeas mor to Bronagh Bradley who was
awarded an Ulster Colleges Camogie All Star. This
is a fantastic achievement and richly deserved for
her dedication and talent both on and off the
pitch.

Congratulations also to Catherine Doherty who
captained our 7s team that achieved incredible
success in winning the All Ireland ‘A’ 7s title- only
the second time this has been won by a school
from Ulster!

We are immensely proud of our girls and all their
teammates and coaches. Maith sibh to all!

Judo

Congratulations to our hugely talented Year 13 student, Robert
Vozar, who was selected to represent Northern Ireland and Great
Britain at the prestigious Scottish Open Judo Championship.
Robert delivered an outstanding performance, winning a silver
medal in the Cadet category. An incredible achievement!
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Gaelic Football

In this term, our Year 10 boys secured Sciath na Og
success, whilst our U20 and U16 Ladies football teams
came agonisingly close to Ulster success, reaching the
U20 A final for the second successive season, as well as an
U16 A final appearance. This is a fantastic achievement,
and a credit to the dedication and talent within the
squads and coaches. The future of Ladies football in St.
Mary's is incredibly bright, and we look forward with great
excitement to what next year has in store for both teams.

Our Year 11 boys topped their group, achieving an
impressive quarter-final victory over St Colman'’s, Newry,
only to lose out after extra-time in the Oisin McGrath Cup
semi-final to competition winners, St. Patrick’s, Armagh.
Similarly, our Rannafast Cup squad progressed to the
Ulster semi-final, where they lost narrowly to Omagh CBS.
The D’alton Cup team also reached the semi-finals, where
they lost to St. Joseph’s Donaghmore, who then went on
to win the competition outright. Each of these sides will
look forward to next year with enthusiasm, as they have
shown undoubted potential.

As well as team success, several of our pupils have
achieved individual recognition. We are very proud of
both Leah Stewart and Aoife Rocks, having been named
Captain and Vice-Captain of their respective counties.
Further congratulations to Leah Stewart on being
recognised with an Ulster Colleges All Star Award!

Dan Conlan was named
Ulster Colleges Player of
the Month for February,
whilst Conor McCusker
was selected to R
represent Derry at the g ST MARY'S MABHERAFELT o "i"é"
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