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Head Boy & Head Girl foreword

We are delighted to
introduce the first edition
of the St Mary's
Grammar School
Newsletter. We
recognise the brilliant
addition it will be to our
school community,
especially to our current
and past pupils. This
platform aims to
celebrate the vibrant spirit and achievements of St Mary's,
serving as a bridge that will connect students, alumni, and
staff alike. We hope this initiative will encourage you, as
much as it encourages us, to take pride in our wonderful
school and the roles we all play as members of the St
Mary’s community.

Emily O'Connor and John Brolly

Principal’s Welcome

| am delighted to welcome you,
reader, to the first edition of Gloria
Deo Soli — our new school
newsletter. Each week in St.
Mary’s we share a bulletin with
staff, detailing all the planned
activities for the week, as well as
recent events and successes. The
amount of content is staggering
and we have recognised that it is
too important not to be shared. As Emily and John have
alluded, we have a wonderful school community in St.
Mary’s and "Gloria Deo Soli" is another connection for
us to celebrate the power and success of working
together for the good of all.

Mr P McClean




SMG a la Paris

This September, forty-six students
and six staff embarked on an
unforgettable journey to Paris, filled
with excitement, learning, and fun.
We assembled at Belfast Airport,
buzzing with anticipation. Our
Ryanair flight departed and soon we
arrived at Paris Beauvais Airport.
Sima Coaches, driven by Karl,
transferred us to Stay City Paris,
where we checked in for our 4-night
stay.

After a hearty breakfast the next
morning, we met our coach and
headed to Place Vauban. Our guide,
Jasmine, took us on a coach tour of
Paris' famous sights, including the
Champs-Elysées and Arc de
Triomphe. We had free time to
explore and shop along the beautiful
avenue, enjoying the luxury shops
and charming cafés. In the
afternoon, we climbed the two
hundred and eighty-four steps of the
Arc de Triomphe for a spectacular
view over the Champs-Elysées.
Later, we explored Montmartre,
wandering through its winding
cobbled streets and visiting the
Sacre Coeur Cathedral. Some of us
even got caricature drawings from
the talented artists in Place du

Tertre. We ended the day with a
delightful meal at Creperie
Beaubourg, enjoying both savoury
and sweet crepes.

The following day was the one we
had all been waiting for —
Disneyland Paris! We spent the
entire day exploring Disneyland and
Disney Studios, enjoying thrilling
rides like Big Thunder Mountain and
Space Mountain, watching fabulous
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musical shows, and meeting some
of our favourite characters. The
street parades were a highlight,
filling us with joy and wonder. We
had an evening meal at Disneyland
before heading back to our
accommodation, exhausted but very

happy.

We started the next day with a
relaxing Bateaux Mouches cruise
down the Seine, taking in the




magnificent Parisian sights from
the water. The cruise lasted seventy
minutes and offered stunning views
of iconic landmarks. After some free
time for shopping and lunch, we
visited the Palace of Versailles. We
marvelled at the opulent Grand
Apartments, the dazzling Hall of
Mirrors, and the serene Marie-
Antoinette’s Estate. Our evening
meal was at Restaurant Gigi, where
we enjoyed delicious pizza, chicken
with pasta and ice cream.

Our final day began with a visit to
the Louvre, where we admired
masterpieces like the Mona Lisa, the
Wedding Feast at Cana and the
iconic Pyramid. The self-guided tour
allowed us to explore at our own
pace and soak in the incredible art.
We then walked to Musee d’Orsay,
just a short distance away, to see
major impressionist works by artists
like Rodin, Monet, Renoir, Manet,
and Van Gogh. The museum's
collection was breathtaking and left
us in awe.

After a day filled with art and culture,
we met our coach and transferred to

Paris Beauvais Airport for our
journey back to Belfast. This trip was
a perfect blend of education,
adventure, and fun. We returned
home with wonderful memories and
a deeper appreciation for the beauty
and history of Paris. We can't wait
for our next adventure together!

Mrs N. McKernan




Biology Week

During 'National Biology Week',
our students took part in many
different biologically themed
activities. From creating origami
animals and watching biology in
action with David Attenborough,
to dissection workshops and the
Big Biology Quiz! We also
welcomed back a past pupil, Dr
Paul Mayo, as a guest speaker to
discuss his work within the world
of Marine Biology with our Key
Stage 5 pupils.
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During ‘International Geography
Week', our pupils participated in a
wide range of geography-based
tasks, such as making their own
fossils, Geography Quiz of the Year,
designing their own flags, and even
building their own exploding
volcano!

{OUND 3

Morscs
Maw York




Year 14 2024 Celebration Evening
with First Minister, Michelle O’Neill

It was a pleasure to welcome back the
Class of 2024, and their parents, to our

Annual Awards Ceremony, on 12

September; many of whom travelled great
distances from their university destinations
to join us. This was a lovely opportunity for
our 2024 Leavers to reconnect with one

another as a Year Group and to reminisce

on the wonderful times they enjoyed
together throughout their years in St.
Mary's. Staff and School Governors

congratulated each of our pupils on their
outstanding A Level results and co-curricular

and pastoral achievements.

We were honoured to have the First
Minister, Michelle O'Neill, as our
guest speaker. She congratulated
our pupils on their exceptional
accomplishments and delivered an
inspiring speech about their role in
shaping a prosperous and secure
future for Northern Ireland. The
evening was further enriched by a
captivating performance from our
talented traditional music group, and

we concluded the evening with
refreshments, offering everyone the
chance to catch up and reflect on
the superb achievements of the year

group.

It was also a special moment for
parents, who witnessed their children
being recognised for a range of
academic, sporting, musical, and
many other achievements.

The evening also afforded the
school an opportunity to
acknowledge the vital role played by
parents in supporting their child's
learning that, alongside the hard
work of staff, led to such high levels
of achievement at the end of our
pupils' time in St. Mary's.

Mrs U. McNeil,
Head of Year 14, 2024




Year 14 Formal

Year 14 pupils and many of our staff had a wonderful
night at the annual Formal in October, held at the
beautiful Galgorm Resort and Spa. Our pupils all
looked fabulous and celebrated in style. Thank you to
the event organisers, in particular Mr Devlin (Head of
Year 14) and the Student Leadership Team. Thanks
also to everyone who attended and helped to make it
such a memorable evening.




Gloria Deo Soli

Tooled Up Education

Amazing new resource, exclusively for St. Mary's parents

Parents play a vital role in supporting our
Pastoral Care provision in St. Mary’s. We
are delighted to have partnered with
Tooled Up Education; an award-winning,
sector-leading, parenting research
platform. Tooled Up Education provides
expert guidance and support to our staff
and parents on how to help our young
people navigate their teenage years.

Tooled Up Education is curated by one of
the UK’s leading experts on parental
engagement in children’s lives and
learning, Dr Kathy Weston, and her
experienced research team.
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Taking a closer look
at Tik Tok

Good gaming habits:
Tips for parents
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Supporting a child with
an eating disorder

Grief and Loss

Promoting positive
body image:
10 tips for parents

SF

Supporting your teen  Supporting your teen as  Understanding UK
they move to Sixth Form University Application

if you suspect they
have been sexting

Building a healthy
body image.
Reaching girls early

As a ‘Tooled Up’ parent, you will:

Be able to ask questions about any aspect of your child’s life and
get evidence-based answers that can inform parenting
approaches at home.

Be able to attend live webinars, talks, Q&A sessions, and online
conferences with experts.

Be able to request resources for you as a family or for your child
to use at any point throughout the year.

If you are a parent/carer of one of our current pupils, and
have not yet registered for Tooled Up Education, please
register via the 'Parents' section of our school website.

Social Media and
Mental Health

An in-depth look at
Snapchat

Talking to teens
about vaping
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Healthy and unhealthy

behaviour in teen
romantic relationships

-
45 positive phrases
to say to your child at
homework time

Introducing consent:

Activity for 11-13
year olds

Tips for helping
teens get into good
sleep habits

Supporting young
people who self-harm

Things to consider
when buying your
child a phone

-
Scan the QR code to
find out more about

Supporting Autistic
Students as they :
transition to University \Tooled Up Educatlon)

Processes
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. We are very proud of the kindness and generosity
St. Mary'S Charlty of our amazing young people in St. Mary's, who
. o give so much to our school and wider community.
Fundraising

MacRory players James Sargent and Eamon Young were proud
to present the Air Ambulance with a cheque for £6,000, on behalf
of Ulster Schools GAA in September.

In October, we were pleased to welcome Eleanor Ellerslie from
Cruse Bereavement Support to collect a cheque from the school on
behalf of the charity.

A total of £939.65 was raised by our students on World Mental
Health Day through the distribution of green ribbons, the
international symbol of mental health awareness.

Our KS3 pupils and their families generously filled 190 shoe boxes -
which are ready to be sent to Ukraine by Team Hope, an Irish
charity helping vulnerable children overseas. By donating very
simple yet practical gifts, our pupils will have made a huge
difference in the lives of other children this Christmas.

Our senior pupils raised over £2000
for the Northern Ireland Children's

Hospice, by assisting with bag packing
in Tesco, Magherafelt. Thank you to
the wider Magherafelt community who

supported this fantastic cause. = > iy 9}
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Students generously donated 35 Bags for Life as part of the SVP Christmas Hamper Appeal. Every KS4 and KS5
form class filled these bags with food items which will be delivered to homes in the local area before Christmas.

KS4 pupils also raised almost £1600 for St. Vincent de Paul.
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Being a Derry
Footballer

How often do you train per week?
6 times

What is your pre-match meal?
Chicken pasta

How are your training sessions split?
Pre-season focus is distance.
In-season focus is intensity.
Video session before training to
explain reasons for drills.

Toughest Opponent
David Clifford

Best player you’ve played with
Conor Glass

Favourite pitch/stadium to play in
(outside of your own)?
Clones

Personal hype song?
You’re Beautiful — James Blunt

Past Pupil Profile

Conor McCluskey

Being a pupil at SMG

Year you left school
2017

A Level subjects studied and grades
achieved

Maths (A*), Chemistry (A*),
Biology (A), Physics (AS Level- A)

Most impactful teacher(s) and why
Dr Connor — 12C was the best
Form Class

Mr McElholm - dropped for the
Rannafast final was the best thing
to happen to me

Mr Brady — MacRory mastermind

Best SMG memory (non-sporting)
Ski trip

Best School sporting memory
Winning MacRory Cup

Favourite Subject
Maths

Was there a person(s) that you
aspired to be like?
Fergal Duffin

How did your Year win the
MacRory?

Played every game like it was our
last (and celebrated like it too)

How has attending SMG impacted
your life?

Helped me understand the
importance of a work/life
balance and made friends for life

Did you play other clubs / extra-
curricular activities

Soccer — Cliftonville
Athletics — Mid Ulster AC

Life after SMG

Current Occupation
Actuarial Associate at TCS

What did you do after leaving SMG?
Actuarial Science & Risk
Management at Queen’s
University, Belfast

Future goals
Become a fully qualified actuary

Win All-Irelands with club and
county




Camogie - Senior Camogie - Junior

After an impressive Ulster B victory last year and an All-Ireland final Last year, our Junior Camogs won an Ulster
appearance, our Senior Camogs made the step up into the A grade B and All-Ireland title. This year, in the Ulster
and performed very well indeed, notching one impressive victory and A competition, they progressed through a

being extremely competitive in all games. The coaching panel are very difficult group, reaching the Ulster A
optimistic, that with a young and talented team, they will grow semi-final. Incredible progress is currently
stronger for next year. being made in St. Mary's in camogie, and

the future looks very bright!

Ladies’ Gaelic Football

A tremendous season so far, for the girls.
The U20s are through to the Ulster A final,
after beating Castleblaney in a dramatic
semi-final, with a last-minute winner. The ’
U16s numbers are so strong — that they have
two teams this year! ‘

The A Team progressed through their group
to compete in the Shield. The B Team have
reached the Ulster Plate final, following an
impressive semi-final victory against St
Louis, Monaghan.

[ - ntr The cross-country team took part in the term. A fantastic outing for the school,
C 0SS COU t y NEBSSA championships in Ballyclare this  who strung together a series of
impressive team and individual results.

Team results:

Year 8 Girls 2nd
Year 8 Boys 4th
Year 9 Girls 2nd
Year 9 boys 1st
Year 10 Girls 1st
Year 10 Boys 1st
Notable individual results:

Hayden Hughes 1st
Aidan McGaughey 1st
Michael Crozier 3rd

Caoimhe McKenna 3rd




Hurling

Positive strides continue to
be made in hurling in St.
Mary's. Our Casement Cup
Team competed well,
ultimately falling at the
group stage. Coaches Mr
Burke and Mr Brolly are
optimistic of further success
in the coming years.

Soccer

A phenomenal season for the U18 soccer team. The boys are into
the quarter-finals of the NI Cup for the first time in recent memory,
with the run including a thrilling penalty-shootout victory against
St. Louis Grammar School. The competition reconvenes after the
Christmas break, with St. Mary's currently poised as one of the
top eight teams in schools' soccer.

The U16s had a disappointing first-round defeat to St. Pius X
College. The boys now enter the shield and have been drawn
against St. Killian's College.

The Year 10s were victorious in the NEBSSA 5 aside competition,
with our A team going undefeated throughout. Team Coach, Mr
Mobbs, praised the skill and determination of the team.

Years 8 and 9 have thoroughly enjoyed their
‘Class League’ competitions, with 8B and team
‘Dublin’ winning their respective competitions.
The enthusiasm and buzz these competitions
have created cannot be overstated.

The MacRory season is gaining momentum.
Three wins out of four in the group stages, and
a playoff victory over St. Patrick's Academy,
Dungannon, sets up a quarter-final tie with St.
Patrick's, Maghera in early January.

Golf

The Golf Team entered three teams into the
Killymoon Schools Cup in October. The team
of Patrick Birt, Diarmuid Diamond, Saskia
Hastings, and Christopher McAleer finished a
superb 2nd place, out of 14 teams. Saskia also
won the Longest Drive competition along the
way. Golf in St. Mary's continues to grow, with
more competitions to be played in the Summer
term.




Student Leadership Team 2024-25

Head Boy & Head Girl:
John Brolly & Emily O’Connor

Deputy Head Boys & Girls:
Carl McCann, Charlie Mulholland,

Feargal Logan, Michael Walls, lona McDowall,

Cassie O’Connor, Dearbhla Quinn
& Anna O’Connor

Head of Mental Health:

Lorcan McDonnell & Eva-Jane Muldoon
Head of Inclusion:

Peter McMorrow & Darcie Conway
Head of Anti-bullying:

James Sargent & Saskia Hastings
Head of Ethos:

Rory McAleer & Cliodhna Diamond
Head of Wellbeing:

Jemma Shivers & Patrick Birt
Head of Online Safety:

Jude McGurk & Anna Hurl

Head of Year 8:

Maria McKinney & Fearghal Walls
Head of Year 9:

Ben O’Hagan & Roisin McGurk
Head of Year 10:

Tiernan Forbes & Cara McAleer

Head of Year 11:
Rory Small & Aoife Colgan
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The Mini Company is a business that is set up,

organised and promoted by Year 13 Business Studies

students, which offers our school community an

opportunity to raise funds for our charity partner, ALPS,
through purchasing some of our products. Over £6000
has been raised in recent years for ALPS by the Mini
Company. ALPs stands for All Lives are Precious. ALPS
advocates for the awareness of mental health and

St. Mary’s Grammar School Student Leadership Team 2024-25

In recent years, we have augmented and enhanced the nature
of our Student Leadership Team to take full advantage of the
potential of our young people. Students are nominated for these
roles by their peers and teaching staff and are selected following
an interview process. These students lead various initiatives
within the school, act as role models for other pupils, and
represent the school and student body at events both inside and
outside the school. Each day, the Student Leadership Team
provides a pupil support service to younger students at break
time in the O’Kane Building and at lunch time in the Common
Room. Members of the Student Leadership Team promote and
embody the ethos of St. Mary’s and make a valuable
contribution to school life.

Members of the Mini Company 2024-25

To purchase, simply scan our QR
code and select a size -

but hurry... limited time only!

well-being whilst also providing training, development
and therapeutic services for everyone.

By purchasing from the Mini Company, you are helping
those in need to access the support they deserve,
regardless of their circumstances - whilst also
representing your school in a new stylish kit!

Erin McCann, Yr13, Mini Company Marketing Co-Manager



