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In March, 34 students and 5 staff members 
jetted off on an exciting five-day trip to the 
city that never sleeps - New York! From 
iconic landmarks to incredible food and 
unforgettable experiences, our time in the 
Big Apple was packed with memories to last 
a lifetime.
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Day 1 kicked off with a classic American breakfast at 

the Westway Diner, where we tucked into pancakes, 

bacon, and eggs. Fuelled up, we made our way to 

the bright lights of Times Square, explored the 

massive Macy’s department store, and grabbed 

dinner at the Tik Tok sensation ‘Raising Cane’s’. The 

day ended with breathtaking views from the Top of 

the Rock, where the NYC skyline lit up the night.

Day 1

On Day 2, we journeyed through the Financial 
District on a walking tour and soaked in the 
atmosphere of Grand Central Station. Lunch 
was a real treat at the Hard Rock Café - 
located in the New York Yankees stadium. 
The highlight of the evening was undoubtedly 
experiencing the incredible Broadway 
sensation, 'Hamilton', live on stage.

Day 2

Our final day included a sweet finish with a tour of Hershey’s 
and plenty of free chocolate. We also visited the M&M Store 
and Junior’s Cheesecake Factory. With full bellies and full 
suitcases, we headed to the airport and touched down in Dublin 
on Saturday morning - tired but thrilled. 

From Broadway to Wall Street, New York gave us memories 
we’ll never forget. Many thanks to Mr McCauley, Mrs Johnston, 
Mr Brown, Dr Connor, Mrs O'Melvena, and all the incredible 
Year 14 students for making it an unforgettable experience. 
Here’s to the next adventure!

Day 3 was all about shopping! We travelled across 

the river to The Mills at Jersey Gardens for a 

shopping extravaganza. With bags in hand, we 

enjoyed a fun dinner at Bubba Gump Shrimp Co. 

before heading to the Barclay’s Centre to watch a 

thrilling basketball game.

Day 3

Day 4 took on a more reflective tone with a visit to Ground 
Zero, followed by a scenic ride on the Staten Island Ferry to see the Statue of Liberty. In the afternoon, we attended a 
business talk and had the privilege of visiting the New York Stock Exchange. There, we helped fulfil Mr. McCauley’s lifelong dream -witnessing the ringing of the closing bell! That evening, we glided across the ice at Central Park (except for Mr Brown who resembled Bambi on ice!), soaking up the magic of the city.

Day 4
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Seachtain na Gaeilge or Irish Language week 
was in full swing in St. Mary's this year. Pupils 
had a variety of activities to enjoy including 
Biongó trí mheán na Gaeilge, a Céilí, a Deir Ó 
Grádaigh competition, a 'design your own 
seamróg' competition, as well as a Tráth na 
gCeist, all delivered through the medium of Irish.  
 
Our Key Stage 3 pupils had the opportunity to sit 
their ‘Cúpla Focal’ and ‘Fáinne Airgid’ speaking 
exams, whilst our Year 14 completed their 
‘Fáinne Óir.’ 
 
We also had some light fun with face-painting as 
well as a ‘Guess how many Milseáin Glas’ are in 
the jar competition, where the whole school 
participated, writing their guesses go hiomlán in 
Irish! 
 
Y13 Caragh and Y14 Darcie also delivered 
superb bilingual assemblies throughout the week 
to get us all in the spirit for Lá Fhéile Pádraig. 
 
Beannachtaí na Féile Pádraig oraibh uilig.

Seachtain na Gaeilge

Science week was tremendously successful this year, with: poster competitions, Kahoots, pupil-led assemblies 
focusing on ‘Women in Science’, as well as our very own ‘Science Roadshow’, led by the Science Prefects. Pupils 
had an opportunity to make their own sherbet, play with the Van de Graaff generator and even create fireballs!

Science Week
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At St. Mary’s, our very being is built 
on the will, determination, hard-work 
and generosity of strong women. 
From the founding Sisters of 
Bordeaux, whose message of hope 
and service continues to guide us, to 
our current female pupils and staff, 
who inspire us every day with their 
talents, kindness and success, we 
have a community like no other.  
 
Therefore, it is only fitting that we 
took time to mark International 
Women’s Day, 2025. A range of 
curricular and co-curricular activities 
and celebrations ran throughout the 
week, 3-7 March. Two of our senior 
pupils, Erin McCann and Erin 
Scullion, filmed a touching ‘thank 
you’ message to all of our female 
staff members. In Personal 
Development classes, all pupils 
discussed and debated the issue of 
gender equality across the world 
and in our society, English classes 
facilitated research projects on 
famous female writers and, in 
History, classes explored the women 
throughout time who have helped 
shape the world as we know it. This 
week also coincided with Science 
Week, and our Science Prefects ran 
assemblies exploring the women in 
science whose discoveries have 
saved countless lives and opened 
up new fields of knowledge.  
 
The final celebration was focused 
closer to home; the staff at St. 
Mary’s enjoyed an afternoon tea and 
a Staff Appreciation Raffle. Sincere 
thanks to all the local businesses 
who were more than generous in 
their support for and appreciation of 
the women of St. Mary’s: O’Briens, 
Dunnes Stores, Atchison Hair, 
Splash, The Jungle, Church Street, 
Escape Beauty and O’Neills. 
 
"Here's to strong women: May we 
know them, may we be them, may 
we raise them."
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Our pupils achieved great success at the NI 
Business Challenge! This prestigious competition, 
jointly run by QUB, the Henderson Group, and BDO, 
saw 16 schools fielding a total of 30 teams featuring 
over 150 pupils in a highly competitive event. 
 
Representing St. Mary’s were: Carla Stewart, Kara 
McErlean, Katie McNally, Peter McMorrow, Shea 
Devlin, Sasha McCabe, Niamh O’Brien, Aodhan 
McAuley, Grace Convery, Aoibhe Sherman, Helen 
McNicholl, Eva McGeehan, Emma Bradley, Daniel 
Cuskernan and Emma Loughran. 
 
After pitching their 15 minute presentation in the 
morning, we were delighted when they announced 
that two St. Mary’s teams made it into the final, with 
the other just missing out! 
 
The final was even more nerve-wracking, as they 
had to present in front of a packed hall with over 150 
of their peers and approximately 40 adults. However, 
professionalism and confidence were the order of 
the day, and after 15 minutes of deliberation, St. 
Mary’s Team 3 emerged as the well-deserved 
winners! 
 
A huge thank you to Mrs Johnston, who dedicated 
her lunchtimes and after-school hours to help 
prepare the teams.
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NI Business Challenge

Year 11 Art and Design GCSE students had the 
opportunity to take part in a felting workshop with 
textile artist, Andrea Hayes. The workshop 
introduced students to the traditional craft of felt 
making and needle felting, where they 
experimented with a variety of wool fibres to create 
bright, colourful, and skilful textile pieces for their 
portfolios. The results were outstanding, with each 
student producing a unique, eye-catching piece 
that showcased their creativity and growing 
technical skills. 
 
This hands-on experience not only enriched 
students’ artistic techniques but also gave them a 
deeper appreciation for the historical significance 
of textile arts and their connection to women’s 
creative work throughout history. It was an 
inspiring and educational session that brought both 
tradition and innovation into the classroom.

Year 11 Art and Design Students Explore Felt 
Making with Andrea Hayes
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Open Day 2025
Our Open Day 2025 was a huge success, with our 
staff and pupils welcoming huge numbers of Primary 
School pupils, parents, and carers to St. Mary's. 
From studying microorganisms with microscopes, 
building skyscrapers from spaghetti, being enthralled 
by Irish dancing, handling replica WW2 firearms, and 
being bewitched by the cast of Wicked; our future 
pupils and parents got a snapshot of life in St. Mary's! 
Thank you to all our amazing pupils who helped out 
and made the day so memorable- we are so proud of 
each and every one of you!



Senior Concert

Gloria Deo Soli

On Wednesday evening 26 March, our Music 
Department staff and students presented 
the Senior Concert, which entertained a large and 
enthusiastic audience of families and friends in the 
Assembly Hall.  The programme featured an 
appealing range of musical styles and genres, from 
Baroque choral and instrumental music, and songs 
from the shows, to Irish Folk Music and Grunge 
Rock.  There were notable solos and duets from 
twenty of our Year 12, 13 and 14 students, who are 
preparing for their GCSE and A Level performance 
units.  The Senior Strings, Senior Irish Traditional 
Group, Senior Wind Ensemble, and the 45-strong 
SATB Senior Choir also gave memorable 
renditions of well-known classics and modern 
favourites.  Congratulations to all the musicians 
involved for presenting such an enjoyable concert.
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An In-Depth Look at Snapchat
Snapchat is an online messaging (photos and video 
messages) service. Lots of the filters on Snapchat 
promote aesthetic changes. It is worth bearing in mind, 
that even though our children may be using these filters 
for fun, they can suggest that their natural appearance 
isn't good enough. Snapchat filters can also make 
people look substantially younger than they are, even in 
videos. This poses a risk in terms of grooming, for both 
girls and boys, who believe that they are chatting to 
younger people online than they really are. The 
“stickers” function is also something to be aware of. It 
allows teens to cut out parts of images or screenshots 
and send the resulting sticker to others. It can be used 
to send inappropriate content under the radar! 
 
If location settings are enabled, Snapchat friends can 
see each other's live locations. The biggest risk here is 
having their location seen by all their Snapchat ‘friends’, 
some of whom may not be real friends or even people 
they know. Snap maps can also be used to show 
inappropriate material including drugs menus, along 
with locations. Children should be encouraged to utilise 
“ghost” mode. When Ghost Mode is enabled, their 
location won’t be visible to anyone else on the Map. For 
children whose date of birth is set to between 13 and 18 
years of age, ghost mode will be the default setting. 
However, they are able to deactivate the setting, so it’s 
important to check that they haven't. If “Hide my live 
location” is not enabled, then friends can see the 
user’s exact location, regardless of whether they are 
using the app. It will enable others to see their location 
of their school, their route to school, where they go at 
the weekend or on holiday, and where their home is. It 
is vital to have this information hidden. Unless the 
setting is disabled, young people's live location is 
shared with their chosen friends even while they are in 
Ghost Mode, and Snaps they submit to Snap Map can 
still show up on the Map. 
 
The “follow” feature allows users to follow influencers 
or celebrities, similarly to Instagram. It’s worth talking to 
teens about who they are following and the content that 
they are engaging with through this function. 
Snapchat’s Discover section provides content by 
celebrities, influencers, news and entertainment 
sources. While Discover includes legitimate news from 
publishers, it also contains promotional content, and 
content can become more targeted. 
 
Snapchat has an AI chatbot called “My AI”. The bot 
icon is found at the top of the messages page and it 
answer users’ questions. The chatbot can be renamed. 
Children can call the bot whatever they like, so it is not 
always clear that they are talking to AI.  
 
“My eyes only” is a private storage space. When 
activated, a pin code is required to view the content 
within this feature. 
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Top tips when supporting children  
and teens to use Snapchat safely  

Get informed! Snapchat is the app of choice for young people 
at the moment and it’s natural for teens to want to fit in. 
Becoming informed about how it works and understanding the 
risks and benefits, allows us to have effective conversations 
with our children.   
Explore boundaries. Chat to your child about how and when 
they use Snapchat. Ensure that they are aware of your family 
digital values.   
Chat to teens about filters and how they can be 
used. Arming young people with information and knowledge 
can help to mitigate some of the risks. Remind them that much 
of what they see isn’t real!  
Encourage young people to act as if snaps do not actually 
disappear. It’s important that anything they post is something 
that they would be happy to have pinned to their front door for 
the general public to see. Even though the content that they 
post will disappear on Snapchat, it could still have been 
recorded via screenshots (though users are notified if 
screenshots are taken), recording apps or external devices, 
such as other smartphones.  
Consider location settings. Discuss the risks of sharing 
location information and talk about the things we do and don’t 
need to share about ourselves.   
Periodically check who your child has in their friends 
list. It’s important to check that they haven’t accidentally 
added, or allowed themselves to be added as a friend to 
someone they don’t know.  
Talk to teens about the risks associated with sending out 
their QR code (Snapcode) to large groups or en 
masse. Encourage them to keep this private and keep their 
online world small.  
Encourage children to deactivate notifications. Help them 
to see the benefits of being the ones in control of when they 
pick up their phone, rather than Snapchat telling them when to 
look at it.  
To avoid content on the discover feature from becoming 
too targeted, clear data regularly. This can be done in the 
privacy setting.  
Make sure that your child’s correct age is listed on the 
app. According to Snapchat’s terms of service, users must be 
at least 13 years old. Users must enter their date of birth upon 
setting up an account, but there's no age verification, so it's 
very easy for younger children to create an account and use 
Snapchat.   
Use ‘family centre’. The Snapchat support website doesn’t 
allow parents to see their children’s messages, but does show 
who they are connecting with and how often they are talking to 
them.  
Activate two-factor authentication.  
This reduces the risk of hacking.



Past Pupil Profile 
Aine Barton (McAllister) 

all my friends left for college, but 
through sport I had younger 
friends too. I never won anything 
in my first seven years of St 
Mary’s, so winning that Ulster title 
in my last year really made it 
extra special  
 

Derry 
 
How often do you train per week?   
5 times per week 
 
What is your pre match meal?  
Pasta with bacon, vegetables and 
pesto 
 
What tips would you give to 
someone who aspires to play dual 
county?  
It’s an amazing thing to do, but 
also very hard. Communicate with 
your managers and don’t ever 
think saying you’re tired makes 
you sound weak – it doesn’t. 
Communicate, manage your time 
and prioritize something like 
games instead of training 
 
Favourite hurl brand?  
Cultec fibreglass hurley 
 
Would you rather win an All-Ireland 
for club or county?  
I won one two years ago with 
county, so it would be nice to win 
one for club as well 
 
Favourite season to train in?   
Spring 
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Interviewed by C. McNicholl & A. McCann, Year 9

St. Mary's 
 
Year you left school?  2014 
 
A level subjects studied and grades? 
PE (A*), ICT (A) and Music (B) 
 
Most impactful teacher(s) and why? 
Miss O Donelly & Miss C 
Donnelly. Helped me grow my 
love for sport during school and 
were very good at helping me 
manage everything with sport and 
exams 
 
Best SMG memory (non sporting)? 
Ski trip 
 
Best school sport memory? 
Winning my first (and only) Ulster 
medal in my last year of school 
 
Favourite subject?  PE or ICT 
 
Was there a person(s) that you 
aspired to be like? Aileen 
McCusker or Cathy Carey 
 
How has attending SMG impacted 
your life?  So many great 
memories to look back on. I met 
my closest friends today through 
SMG and loved all the sports and 
music at school 
 
Most memorable cup run? 
I repeated my last year in school, 
because I knew I wanted to be a 
teacher and to get into St Marys 
Teaching College. I didn’t get a 
high enough grade in Music, so I 
repeated a year. It was difficult, as 

Hardest player you’ve played 
against? Karen Kennedy 
(Tipperary)  
 
Best player you’ve played with? 
Aoife Cassidy (Slaughtneil), 
Megan Kerr (Coleraine), Karen 
Kielt (Kilrea) and Niamh Mallon 
(Down/Galway) 
 
Favourite pitch/stadium to play in, 
outside of your own? Semple 
Stadium (Tipperary) or 
Swatragh’s pitch 
 
Personal hype music song?  
Anything by Beyonce 
 

Life 
 
Current occupation? 
Primary School Teacher 
 
Future goals?  
To win a senior camogie 
championship for Ballinascreen. 
Also, after retiring from sport, I 
would like to help coach for club 
or county to thank all of the 
coaches who helped her over the 
years 
 
Who has been your biggest 
supporter? 
My parents 

Gloria Deo Soli
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We returned to the slopes, once again, in February 
2025, enabling a total of 99 Year 9 students to 
experience skiing in Andalo, Italy.  
 
It was a fantastic trip and the pupils enjoyed skiing every 
day, accompanied by a range of activities in the evening, 
including: ice skating, walks into town and even 
swimming! The town of Andalo was absolutely beautiful 
and we were tremendously impressed with both our 
hotel, and the delicious food that they provided. The 
games room proved particularly popular as a base for 
the pupils during the evening time. 
The slopes were a short walk from the hotel and we 
experienced fantastic conditions throughout the week, 
with lots of snow and sunny skies. All the pupils made 
great progress and were skiing freely down the mountain 
by the end of the week!

Ski Trip
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Congratulations to our girls U16B 
footballers, who triumphed in the 
Ulster U16 Plate with an outstanding 
team performance. The squad, 
excellently captained by Catherine 
McGuckin, demonstrated incredible 
team spirit and determination 
throughout the competition. Their 
commitment to training every Friday 
paid off as they played with 
enthusiasm and a hunger for 
success. 
 
In the semi-final against St Louis 
Secondary School, St Mary’s 
showcased their skill and teamwork. 

Cassie McCloskey led the way with 
superb scoring, while Ella McPeake 
was rock-solid in defence. Maggie 
O’Kane put in a tireless shift in 
midfield, and Grainne Oliver made 
crucial saves in goal to help secure 
the win. 
 
The final saw St Mary’s face Lecale 
Grammar, Downpatrick, and they 
wasted no time in taking control. 
Ciara McOscar, Amy Browne, and  
Orla Gunning led the charge in 
attack, keeping constant pressure 
on the opposition. The team sealed 
victory in style with fantastic scores 

from Sarah Gribbin and Eadaoin 
O’Hagan, bringing the silverware 
home to St Mary’s. 
 
A special mention goes to Sarah 
Gribbin, who was named Player of 
the Match for her outstanding 
performance. Well done to all the 
girls involved – a fantastic 
achievement!

Girls Football - U14
The U14s are now in the Ulster A Semi-Final 
against Lorteo, Omagh. The U14 Team, 
coached by our senior pupils Roisin, Leah, 
Aofie and Cara had a great day at their 
development blitz but were unfortunately 
beaten in the last round by a strong Glenties, 
Donegal team. 

The U14s have hit the ground running after 
last season’s dominating streak of victories. 
Wins against St. Louis, St. Killian's, St. Pius', 
St. Patrick's, and Cross & Passion have 
enabled the girls to launch themselves into the 
Ulster A semi-final as winners of their group. 

Camogie
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A bittersweet end to the season for the U18 soccer team. 
After grafting their way with a phenomenal NI Cup run to 
the quarter final, the boys bowed out to a very strong 
Lumen Christi. The Mid-Ulster Cup was the conclusion 
of the season. After sweeping through the group stages 
without conceding a goal against Rainey Endowed, 
Magherafelt High and St. Pius - the final awaited as we 
played St. Pius once more. Despite hitting the bar twice, 
our lads could not break through the St. Pius defence 
and, after a total of 17 penalties, St. Mary's were 
defeated at the last hurdle. It has been a mesmeric 
journey through these last 3 years for the team. Coaches 
Mr McKendry and Mr Brown would like to thank the boys 
for the incredible memories made along the way. 

SoccerBoys Football
Oisin McGrath Cup 
Our Year 11 boys enjoyed a phenomenal season, 
reaching the Ulster A semi-final. The team showed 
incredible heart, skill, and quality throughout the 
competition, and are already looking forward to the 
Rannafast Cup in a few months’ time in Year 12. Well 
done to all involved! 
 
Dalton Cup 
Our Year 9 boys had a great Dalton Cup campaign after 
getting to the semi-final, but unfortunately losing by a late 
point to Omagh, who went on to win the overall 
competition.  
 
In the group stages we had good wins v St. Ciaran's, 
Ballygawley and St. Joseph's, Donaghmore. The 
Donaghmore game will be well remembered as it was 
played in horrendous conditions with treacherous wind 
and rain. Our quarter-final saw a great win v St. Patrick's, 
Dungannon in a game where we had to dig deep to come 
out victorious. No doubt the players will look back with 
regret vs Omagh, but look forward with confidence that 
we can compete with the top teams in Ulster.  
 
Thanks to Mr McCauley, Mr Devlin, Mr Conlan and Mr 
McNicholl for their work with the team.

Rugby at St. Mary's has thrived this year, with an 
unprecedented number of pupils training and playing. 
Coach Dean, from Ulster rugby, led the Year 8s to three 
regional blitz tournaments and picked up plenty of wins 
along the way.  
 
Mr McKendry’s Year 10s achieved historic success by 
winning the Ulster U14 Bowl, as well as finishing 2nd at 
the Ulster HS 7s competition in April. The boys gave up 
countless lunchtimes and many picked up a rugby ball 
for the first time during these sessions. The leadership, 
skill and determination shown by the boys was 
exceptional throughout. Well done lads!

Rugby


