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Q 1 I have applied through the CAO System and I now wish to be considered for my 
first choice courses, what should I do? 

 
Ans.   Please see and follow the further detailed guidance notes sent to you by CAO. 

Round one offers are available from August 26, 2026, at 2:00 PM.  As soon as results 
are published, post a copy of them to the CAO Office Galway.  This should be done 
by post on the morning of Results Day (Obtain a certificate of posting). 

 
 Please note: It is your responsibility to send these results, not St Mary’s Grammar 

School. 
 
Q2 If I obtain the grades for my CF choice, do I need to contact the University? 
 
Ans. NO – You will automatically be placed there.  You must confirm that you are taking 

the course place on UCAS. 
 
Q3 What happens if I narrowly miss the grades for my CF choice? 
 
Ans. If you narrowly miss the grades for your CF choice several options may be used: 

• Your university may still consider you, depending on how many places may still 
be available on the course. 

• The university may make you a changed course offer, which you do not have to 
accept. 

• If you are holding an offer for a Master’s Degree Course as your CF you may be 
offered a Bachelors Level Entry (Particularly in Engineering/Science/Maths in 
QUB) if you do not meet the grades. 

 
Please be patient and liaise directly with the University. 

Q4 What happens if my CF Course rejects me? 
 
Ans. Your CF Course will automatically pass you to your CI choice. If you have matched 

these grades, you will be placed here. 
 
Q5 Do I have to send my results to the University? 
 
Ans. UCAS will supply results to the UK universities.  
  

If you have applied to St Mary’s University College or CAO, check their 
correspondence regarding copies of results.  

 
 Please note: It is your responsibility to send these results, not St Mary’s Grammar 

School. 
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Q6 How will I know if I have been accepted to my UCAS Choices? 
 
Ans. There are a number of methods of obtaining this information: 

• Decisions can be obtained via UCAS Track. 
• Applicants to St Mary’s can usually access information via the college website. 
• If you have met your grades for your CF choice, confirmation will be received 

from UCAS quite quickly after results have been published.  Decisions should 
be returned immediately using UCAS Track. 

• For CAO Decisions Round 1, offers will appear on www.cao.ie.  
 

 
Q7 If I do not achieve grades for either Firm or Insurance offers, what should I do? 
 
Ans. You will automatically be eligible for the Clearing System. 

• It is important to work quickly to contact the universities, which have places 
available in clearing and express your interest in the courses available. 

• Places available in clearing will also be published on the websites for the 
universities from the morning of Results Day and on ucas.com/clearing. 

• A few pupils may also consider repeating “A” Levels although this can prove 
to be a difficult option. (Please consult with Examinations Officer). 

 
 
Q8 Can I change my CF /CI decision in August? 
 
Ans. It is almost impossible to change these decisions; Universities are not normally 

prepared to deal with these requests in August. 
 
 
Q9      Which Websites will be the most useful in August? 
 
Ans. The following Websites would offer the most accurate information: 
 www.ucas.com 
 www.qub.ac.uk 
 www.ulster.ac.uk 
 www.cao.ie 
 www.smucb.ac.uk 
 
  
Q10   Do I need to be at home when the results are published? 
 
Ans. YES, it is most important to be available in the days immediately after results are 

published in order to deal with University and UCAS communications. 
 
 

http://www.cao.ie/
http://www.qub.ac.uk/
http://www.ulster.ac.uk/
http://www.cao.ie/
http://www.smucb.ac.uk/
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Q11 When can I meet with the Careers Department after results are published? 
 
Ans. Interviews can be arranged by clicking on the following link connected to the 

school website, https://stmarysgrammar.greenhousecms.co.uk/Third-Level-
Education-Guidance-Support/ and scheduling an appointment. Mrs Hegarty will 
be available at the following times:  Thursday 13 August 11.00am – 2.00pm. 

    
  
Q12 I wish to defer my degree course until September 2027, what should I do? 
 
Ans. To defer entry to 2027 you must contact your university prior to Results Day to 

enquire if they might allow you to “defer” your place for one year. (This decision 
is at the discretion of the university).  You may not be required to complete a 2027 
UCAS Form. This process does not allow you to re-apply through UCAS for 
alternative courses. The Education Authority must also be informed if you defer 
your place for a year. 

 
 
Q13 How should I deal with funding applications once results are published? 
 
Ans. When you receive official confirmation from UCAS/CAO this letter should be 

photocopied and sent to your local Education Authority Office. You can track this 
using www.studentfinanceni.co.uk 

 
Useful contact details are: 
General Enquiries:Tel:0300 100 0077 
fegrants@eani.org.uk  
student.finance-ballymena@eani.org.uk    Tel:0282 566 1222 
student.finance-armagh@eani.org.uk Tel:0283 751 2432 

 
 
Q14   What if I miss both and wish to re-apply September 2026 
 
Ans. You will reapply through UCAS as an independent applicant. If you wish the school 

to help provide you with a reference, you MUST request this formally from the 
school before 31 October 2026. 

 
 Late requests for references cannot be guaranteed.  

 

https://stmarysgrammar.greenhousecms.co.uk/Third-Level-Education-Guidance-Support/
https://stmarysgrammar.greenhousecms.co.uk/Third-Level-Education-Guidance-Support/
http://www.studentfinanceni.co.uk/
mailto:fegrants@eani.org.uk
mailto:student.finance-ballymena@eani.org.uk
mailto:student.finance-armagh@eani.org.uk


 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


